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Neal Ascherson

It is Lenin year. This month, it is one
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" any foresecable Russian leadership. The'
. division between the “middle class” of’
hundred years since there was born in | specialists and functionaries, weakly.

Simbirsk on the Volga that jmpatient,”
redheaded person who changed the Jaw, and the *uncultured"” masses be-

!
i which he considered so necessary b’
!
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the pagan West, the game of quoti
tions is played to suggest that Lenir
" were he to awaken in his mausoleuw
would repudiate everything he  foun
about him. . i

.That is unbalanced.. Lenin woul .
likely be satisficd enough to find tt
state he founded militarily secur
‘technically advanced, and adequate
fed. His criticisms would be secondur
but avid noncthelesst the (endens
toward chauvinism  und  burcaucra
" against which he fought so desptrate
-in the last months of' his life has n
been overcomé, but)instead has pi
duced both the ab&ird quurrel wi .
China and the internal reluctunce
underlake  economic  experiment
change.

. Above all, the *“cultural revolutior

not been carricd through beyond lim .
ed social groups, This, from a wt
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" different standpoint, i3 the theme

,r;\ndrpi Amalrik’s Will the Soviet Uni
| Survive Until 1984?, an essay unus

"among Russian dissident writings
L that it is aimed primarily at West
. public opinion.

! To call Amalrik's book pessimit

L would be a pale reflection of this
; prophecy of doom. Amalrik, a young .’
: historian, suggests that' there is little’

chance of fundamental reform from

agitating for a more genuine rule of”

world more fundamentally than any - dow ‘will widen, War will break out

other man since Mohammed. In MO&-' with China between 1975 and 1980, a
cow, the Caliphate has already stupes Prolonged wasting war which will drain . work and law to protect their proper-
fied its subjects with Leninolatry: the Soviet Union of its strength. 14y, But Amalrik, in his usual detached
thousands of little dead-white busts, @ Eastern Europe and a reunited Gere, Tyay, considers this group too effective:
billion chocolate cakes. and pufl pass- many will press greedily upon a weake '}y policed, too defensive, and too:

tries bearing in relicf the face of the

man from Simbirsk, countless speeches

and articles maintaining that the Union

sented by Mussrs, Brezhnev and Kosy-| masses’
. gin is precisely that socialist fathcrland*_.m“"”"“-
which  Vladimir llyich would have,

encd .Russia from the other flank.

invaluable and brihant. ne uivucs

what he calls the “Democratic Move-

‘ment” into “genuine Marxist-Leninists™ -
(what the Caliphate would call revi-

sionists), liberals, Christians, and, not
‘really within the. movement, *nco-.
Slavophiles.” The first three categories
seck the return of the rule of law
based on respect for the rights of man.
They are a “middle-class™ group, re-
quiring intellectual freedom for their

" much involved with the state as its

Eventually the system will collapse, '\'employcr to succecd or to spread ils,

terrible  frenzy  for

“l have no doubt,” Amulrik pros’

' The middle-class “democratic® reforms.! protest to the masses.
of Soviet Socialist Republics as pre-; ¢rs will be swamped, however, by the!

Amalrik was a friend of Anatole.

de« ! ghub, the Washington Post correspond-
! ent in Moscow until his expulsion last
! year,’ and there ure traces of Amalrike

wanted to see. In China, the Moslem < nounces, *“that -this great Eastern Slav  jsm: in Shub’s own The New Russian

Brotherhood of, Peking dismisses tho ,empire created by Germans, Byzantines' | Tyagedy. As the title suggests, he also

. Moxow celebrations ss an obscene; ¥nd Mongols hus entered the last'| guenects that the present regime s,
smear and claims Lenin for its own, In
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'.:-"“.“dc’,' of its existence.” This sort of j virtually incapable of “reappraising
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